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REMARKS 

The following remarks are submitted to address the above amendments and issues raised 
in the Official Action mailed January 9, 2006. 

A Request for Extension of Time to extend the period for responding to this Office 
Action to July 10, 2006, is filed herewith. 

Upon entry of the foregoing amendments, claims 1-40 are now pending in this 
application. Claims 1-28 stand rejected under 35 USC § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,929,013 to Ashcraft et al. Claims 1-2, 4, 6-7, 14-17, 19, and 21-22 stand rejected 
under 35 USC § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,837,248 to Zawadzki et al. 
Claims 1-4, 6-19, and 21-28 stand rejected under 35 USC § 103(a), as being unpatentable over 
Zawadzki et al. Claims 29-40 are new. 

No new matter has been added. Support for requested amendments can be found in the 
original claims and throughout the present specification and drawings. Applicant respectfully 
requests consideration of the application in light of the above amendments and the following 
remarks. 

Claims 1-28 — 35 USC $ 102(e) 

The rejections of claims 1-28 under 35 USC § 102(e) as being anticipated by Ashcraft et 
al. are respectfully traversed. 

Claim 1 of the present invention, as amended, claims "[a] wrapping material ... and a 
pattern applied to the wire side surface of the wrapping material, the pattern (i) comprising at 
least one starch-based material and at least one filler material, and (ii) applied to the wrapping 
material as a water-based formulation, wherein the water-based formulation is dried after 
application to the wrapping material such that the formulation exhibits a moisture content of less 
than about 10 percent, based on the weight of the formulation." (Claim 1.) 
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Claim 14 of the present invention, as amended, claims "[a] cigarette . . . comprising ... a 
wrapping material . . . and a pattern applied to the wire side surface of the wrapping material, the 
pattern (i) comprising at least one starch-based material and at least one filler material, and (ii) 
applied to the wrapping material as a water-based formulation, wherein the water-based 
formulation is dried after application to the wrapping material such that the formulation exhibits 
a moisture content of less than about 10 percent, based on the weight of the formulation." 
(Claim 14.) 

The Official Action states that Ashcraft et al. discloses all that is recited in the claims. 
(Official Action, para. 2.) 

Ashcraft et al. discloses wrapping materials for smoking articles including coatings in the 
form of spaced apart bands. The bands can include a film-forming material and a filler material. 
The film-forming material can include a starch or a modified starch. The film-forming material 
can be carried by a water-based solvent. (Ashcraft et al, col. 2, lines 47-56; col. 16, lines 48-50; 
col. 16, line 66 - col. 17, line 6.) 

Nowhere does Ashcraft et al. disclose a pattern comprising a starch-based material 
applied to a wrapping material as a water-based formulation, which is dried after application to 
the wrapping material such that the formulation exhibits a moisture content of less than about 10 
percent, as in claims 1 and 14. Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits that Ashcraft et al. 
does not disclose each and every element of the present invention as claimed in claims 1 and 14, 
and thus does not anticipate claims 1 and 14. Claims 2-13 depend from claim 1; and claims 15- 
28 depend from claim 14. Accordingly, dependent claims 2-13 and 15-28 are likewise not 
anticipated by Ashcraft et al. 

With respect to claims 10 and 25, nowhere does Ashcraft et al. disclose the pattern on the 
wrapping material or the cigarette comprising at least two starch-based materials. Therefore, 
Applicant respectfully submits that Ashcraft et al. does not disclose each and every element of 
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the present invention as claimed in claims 10 and 25 , and therefore does not anticipate claims 10 
and 25. 

For all of these reasons, the Office is respectfully requested to withdraw the rejections of 
claims 1-28 under 35 USC § 102(e). 

Claims 1-2, 4, 6-7, 14-17, 19, and 21-22 — 35 USC § 102(e) 

The rejections of claims 1-2, 4, 6-7, 14-17, 19, and 21-22 under 35 USC § 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Zawadzki et al. are respectfully traversed. 

Claim 1 of the present invention, as amended, claims "[a] wrapping material ... and a 
pattern applied to the wire side surface of the wrapping material, the pattern (i) comprising at 
least one starch-based material and at least one filler material, and (ii) applied to the wrapping 
material as a water-based formulation, wherein the water-based formulation is dried after 
application to the wrapping material such that the formulation exhibits a moisture content of less 
than about 10 percent, based on the weight of the formulation." (Claim 1.) 

Claim 14 of the present invention, as amended, claims "[a] cigarette . . . comprising ... a 
wrapping material . . . and a pattern applied to the wire side surface of the wrapping material, the 
pattern (i) comprising at least one starch-based material and at least one filler material, and (ii) 
applied to the wrapping material as a water-based formulation, wherein the water-based 
formulation is dried after application to the wrapping material such that the formulation exhibits 
a moisture content of less than about 10 percent, based on the weight of the formulation." 
(Claim 14.) 

The Official Action states that Zawadzki et al. discloses all that is recited in the claims, 
since it teaches a cigarette having a wrapper comprising bands composed of a water-based 
composition comprising starch, DAP (water soluble salt, calcium carbonate, and a substance, 
potassium monohydrate, that could be used as a preservative. (Official Action, para. 3.) 
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Zawadzki et al. discloses a reduced ignition propensity smoking article having a wrapper 
in which at least one discrete area is treated with a composition to reduce the base permeability. 
The treated area may include spaced-apart circumferential bands. The composition of the treated 
area includes a permeability reducing substance, a burn rate retarding substance, and a burn rate 
accelerating substance. The permeability reducing substance may be a film-forming substance 
such as starch, modified starch, and starch derivatives. The starch and starch derivatives may be 
water dispersable or water soluble. The treated area may include a filler such as calcium 
carbonate. (Zawadzki et al., Abstract, col. 3, lines 32-47; col. 7, lines 8-9.) 

Nowhere does Zawadzki et al. disclose a pattern comprising a starch-based material 
applied to a wrapping material as a water-based formulation, which is dried after application to 
the wrapping material such that the formulation exhibits a moisture content of less than about 10 
percent, as in claims 1 and 14. Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits that Zawadzki et al. 
does not disclose each and every element of the present invention as claimed in claims 1 and 14, 
and thus does not anticipate claims 1 and 14. Claims 2, 4, and 6-7 depend from claim 1; and 
claims 15-17, 19, and 21-22 depend from claim 14. Accordingly, dependent claims 2, 4, and 6- 
7, 15-17, 19, and 21-22 are likewise not anticipated by Zawadzki et al. 

For all of these reasons, the Office is respectfully requested to withdraw the rejections of 
claims 1-2, 4, 6-7, 14-17, 19, and 21-22 under 35 USC § 102(e). 

Claims 1-4, 6-19, and 21-28 — 35 USC § 103(a) 

The rejections of claims 1-4, 6-19, and 21-28 under 35 USC § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Zawadzki et al. are respectfully traversed. 

Claim 1 of the present invention, as amended, claims "[a] wrapping material ... and a 
pattern applied to the wire side surface of the wrapping material, the pattern (i) comprising at 
least one starch-based material and at least one filler material, and (ii) applied to the wrapping 
material as a water-based formulation, wherein the water-based formulation is dried after 
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application to the wrapping material such that the formulation exhibits a moisture content of less 
than about 10 percent, based on the weight of the formulation." (Claim 1.) 

Claim 14 of the present invention, as amended, claims "[a] cigarette . . . comprising ... a 
wrapping material . . . and a pattern applied to the wire side surface of the wrapping material, the 
pattern (i) comprising at least one starch-based material and at least one filler material, and (ii) 
applied to the wrapping material as a water-based formulation, wherein the water-based 
formulation is dried after application to the wrapping material such that the formulation exhibits 
a moisture content of less than about 10 percent, based on the weight of the formulation." 
(Claim 14.) 

The Official Action states that, regarding claims 3 and 18, while Zawadzki et al. may not 
disclose the use of sodium chloride as the filler material, it would have been an obvious choice 
since sodium chloride is a water-soluble salt that is conventionally used in many arts. The 
Official Action states that, regarding claims 8, 10-13, 23, and 25-28, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have utilized one or more of 
any of the claimed starch or starch-based materials as a substitute for the disclosed starch of 
Zawadzki et al. in order to optimize the benefits that a starch-based material provides the 
composition. The Official Action states that, regarding claim 9, while Zawadzki et al. may not 
disclose that the water-based formulation comprises less than 50% water, it would follow that 
one having ordinary skill in the art would have adjusted this water content to arrive at the 
claimed amount, after routine experimentation, in order to provide for a composition having 
optimal consistency. (Official Action, para. 5.) 

As discussed above, nowhere does Zawadzki et al. disclose a pattern comprising a starch- 
based material applied to a wrapping material as a water-based formulation, which is dried after 
application to the wrapping material such that the formulation exhibits a moisture content of less 
than about 10 percent, as in claims 1 and 14. As a result, Zawadzki et al. fails to disclose each 
and every element of claims 1 and 14. Accordingly, Zawadzki et al. fails as a reference with 
respect to claims 1 and 14. Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits that claims 1 and 14, and 
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claims 2-4, 6-13, 15-19, and 21-28, which depend from either claim 1 or 14, are not obvious over 
Zawadzki et al. in view of the assetions in the Official Action. 

Moreover, Applicant respectfully requests that the examiner cite a reference in support of 
the assertion that it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to have utilized one or more of any of the claimed starch or starch-based materials 
as a substitute for the disclosed starch of Zawadzki et al. in order to optimize the benefits that a 
starch-based material provides the composition. There is no motivation or suggestion in 
Zawadzki et al. to substitute one or more of any of the claimed starch or starch-based materials 
of Zawadzki et al. for the starch-based materials claimed in the claims of the present invention. 
Consequently, it would not have been obvious at the time of the invention to substitute one or 
more of any of the claimed starch or starch-based materials of Zawadzki et al. for the starch- 
based materials claimed in the claims of the present invention. 

Claims 2-4 and 6-13 depend from claim 1; and claims 15-19 and 21-28 depend from 
claim 14. Accordingly, claims 2-4, 6-13, 15-19, and 21-28 would likewise not have been not 
obvious in view of Zawadzki et al. 

For all of these reasons, the Office is respectfully requested to withdraw the rejections of 
claims 1-4, 6-19, and 21-28 under 35 USC § 103(a). 

New Claims 29-40 

Applicant respectfully submits new claims 29-40 herein to further clarify the subject 
matter of the invention. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicant submits that a full and complete response has been made herein to the Official 
Action and, as such, all pending claims in this application are now in condition for allowance. 
Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests early consideration of the present application, entry of 
all amendments herein requested, withdrawal of all rejections and objections, and allowance of 
all pending claims. 
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The Office is respectfully invited to contact J. Michael Boggs at (336) 747-7536, to 
discuss any matter relating to this application. 



Kilpatrick Stockton LLP 
1001 West Fourth Street 
Winston-Salem, NC 27101 
(336) 747-7536 
(336) 734-2632 (facsimile) 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date 
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